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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) spoke on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives recently about the urgent need to address climate change caused by global warming.

   Olver noted "the looming crisis that human life faces if we continue to produce the energy needed by methods that disrupt the earth's climate by adding humungous amounts of CO2 into our atmosphere."

    "Planet earth is warming," Olver said. "Since 1850, the burning of fossil fuels, such as coal, oil, and natural gas, to produce energy has increased 100 times as the world has industrialized to serve its more than 6 billion and growing population."

  Olver made the statements on the House floor on May 18 during the House's consideration of the Interior, Environment Appropriations bill. Olver is a member of the Interior, Environment Appropriations Subcommittee.

  Olver added, "The scientists who do climate research understand that much of the ever increasing concentration of CO2 in our atmosphere since 1850 must be attributed to burning those fossil fuels to produce the energy that drives industrialization."

  Climate scientists agree that the average surface temperature of the earth has risen by about 2 degrees Fahrenheit since 1850 and that the measurable concentration of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere has risen from about 280 parts per million in 1850 to over 380 parts per million today. Furthermore, 75 of the 100 parts per million rise has occurred in just the last 40 years.

  Olver noted the example of China to show how urgent is the need to address global warming.

  "We all know that China is industrializing at a growth rate of 8 to 10 percent per year," Olver said. "China is on track to pass the U.S. as the worldís largest economy in 20-25 years, and China is determined to give its people a chance at the high standard of living that we enjoy."

  The 6.3 billion people on earth produce on average 4 tons of CO2 per person, which amounts to over 25 billion tons of CO2. In the United States, a 290 billion population produces on average 20 tons of CO2 per person. In 2003, China, with its 1.3 billion people, produced 2.7 tons of CO2 per person.

     If China alone industrialized to the U.S. level, that would amount to 22.5 billion tons of CO2 added to what is currently emitted by the whole world, which is already 25.2 billion tons of CO2 per year. The industrialization of China alone would increase CO2 emitted by 90 percent and increase the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere by at least another 100 parts per million over the current 380 parts per million.

  Olver said, "That simple example tells why climate scientists are so concerned about the lack of effective measures to curb CO2 emissions, to develop new technology to produce energy that does not produce CO2, to increase efficiency of present technology, and frankly to conserve energy."

  As a scientist, Olver believes that climate change is the most critical environmental issue of the 21st century.

  Last week, Olver successfully included a study of the health impacts related to global warming on the U.S. population in an appropriations bill.

  Olver's amendment would require the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to contract with the National Academies of Science to study potential health impacts of climate disturbance caused by global warming on the U.S. population and make recommendations for improving our public health and medical response, particularly with regard to vulnerable populations, such as the very young, the very old, persons with respiratory illness and residents living in areas of poor air quality.

  "We need to be much better prepared for increases in air pollution, the spread of pest-borne and other diseases, and heat waves," Olver said. "The increase of these will cause health complications in many areas of the country. We need to act now to protect our most vulnerable citizens ‚ children and babies, the elderly and those who already suffer from respiratory illness."

  Last month, Olver took his message on climate change to audiences in the 1st Congressional District. On April 12, Olver spoke at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst at a public forum hosted by The Environmental Institute and the UMass Climate Change Working Group. On April 10, Olver spoke at Mount Wachusett Community College, Gardner at its first annual Project Earth event to celebrate Earth Day.

  In the 109th Congress, Olver introduced the Climate Stewardship Act, a bipartisan bill to fight global warming. The bill would set a cap for heat-trapping pollution responsible for global warming, while creating a market-based system encouraging maximum technological innovation and profitable opportunities for companies to cut emissions.

   Olver is co-chair the Climate Change Caucus, a clearinghouse for information and a forum to build support for appropriate and pro-active environmental policy. In addition, as a member of the House Appropriations Committee, Olver is committed to continuing to fight for full funding for programs and initiatives aimed at protecting the environment.
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